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World Fairtrade University Web Symposium: 
The Role of Fairtrade University in Local Community

Program 

Sponsorship: Sapporo Gakuin University,  
Co-sponsorship: Hokusei Gakuen University Hokusei Gakuen University Junior College

Cooperated by Shizuoka University of Art and Culture
Supported by City of Sapporo, City of Ebetsu, The Hokkaido Shimbun Press, 

Fair Trade Forum Japan, Fair Trade Town Sapporo Strategy Conference

Outline and purpose – The symposium will focus on the role of fairtrade university in local community. Four
fairtrade universities (one from UK and three from Japan) will meet and discuss such theme by introducing each
efforts and experiences. Fairtrade group students of 4 universities will be present as panelists and discuss about
“Tips for students to change universities and society through fairtrade activities.”
We will utilize the Internet video conferencing system (Zoom) to connect the UK and Japan aiming for
development a practical model of cross border distant learning in universities.
In this symposium, we will learn efforts and effects of each university to promote fairtrade through alliance
between various sectors in the community. We will also discuss the contribution of these efforts to improve the
brand power of the university and the future role of Fairtrade universities.

Middlesex University – one of the 12 universities awarded as fairtrade universities in the UK in 2020 and has been
awarded the highest ranking of 3 stars for its fairtrade activities.
Shizuoka University of Art and Culture – the 1st fairtrade university in Japan awarded in 2018.
Hokusei Gakuen University and Sapporo Gakuin University – the 2nd fairtrade university in Japan awarded
simultaneously in 2019.

Date - Saturday, October 24th, 2020
Symposium Total Time - 9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. (British Time) / 5:00p.m. - 7:30 p.m. (Japanese Time)
Venue - Each university (via Zoom web conference system)
Symposium theme - “The role of fairtrade university in the community”
Panel discussion theme: “Tips for students to change universities and society through fairtrade activities” 

Time Schedule

BT9:00-9:05am/JT5:00-5:05pm [Greetings]Professor Makiko Hashinaga
BT9:05-9:20am/JT5:05-5:20pm [Keynote Speech] Ms. Jo Williamson, Contract officer and Lead on University

Fairtrade Projects, Middlesex University London, UK
“Significance of universities promoting fairtrade and ways of contributing to
the community”

BT9:20-9:35am/JT5:20-5:35pm [Practical Report 1] Professor Tomoatsu Kayano, Hokusei Gakuen University, Japan
“What links the fairtrade university with the fairtrade town?”

BT9:35-9:50am/JT5:35-5:50pm [Practical Report 2] Professor Takashi Shimosawa, Shizuoka University of Art and
Culture, Japan, “The reason we could be awarded the first fairtrade university in
Japan”

BT9:50-10:00am/JT5:50-6:00pm break

BT10:00-11:30am/JT6:00-7:30pm [Panel Discussion]
“Tips for students to change universities and society through fairtrade activities”

BT10:00-10:05am/JT6:00-6:05pm [Explanation of purpose] Makiko Hashinaga
BT10:05-10:45am/JT6:05-6:45pm [Panelist presentation]

Ms. Nga Nguyen (Alice), PhD Student in Management, Middlesex University London
Ms. Natsumi Inobe, Senior in Economics, Hokusei Gakuen University
Ms. Aina Iijima & Ms. Aya Sugahara, Sophomore in Cultural Policy and Management,

Shizuoka University of Art and Culture
Mr. Yuto Miura, Sophomore in Business Administration, Sapporo Gakuin University

BT10:45-11:05am/JT6:45-7:05pm [Discussion with participants] Breakout session
BT11:05-11:25am/JT7:05-7:25pm [Wrap up] Makiko Hashinaga

BT11:25-11:30am/JT7:25-7:30pm [Closing remarks] Tomoatsu Kayano


